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Julian Pottage : Defend These Hands with Me  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Defend These Hands with Me: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Julian always gives good value. These are thoughtful handsBy 
kevincastnerJulian always gives good value. These are thoughtful hands, thoughtfully presented. I wish they weren't 
titled, as I don't want the clue unless I need it....but great stuff and the kindle format was very easy to navigate.0 of 0 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1897106084


people found the following review helpful. excellent book for advanced to expert bridge playerBy J. M. 
LawniczakDefense is the hardest aspect of bridge play to master, and Julian Pottage's problem style book will be an 
excellent help to an above average player seeking to improve that aspect of the game. Even experts and near experts 
should enjoy the problems and profit by thinking about them. The book is in Hugh Kelsey's Killing Defense series 
style: an interesting problem is posed, the reader is given a fair chance to solve the problem, and then the answer is 
given, with explanation as to why a player should have solved the problem at the table. The first problem is the best, it 
is instructive, entertaining and can be solved with careful counting of the other hands and a bit of imagination. The 
book is not as helpful in explaining the ideas of defense as were Hugh Kelsey's books, but that would be almost 
impossible for any writer to do.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. generally a good set of not so easy 
problemsBy B. EinhornI liked the style of the book, an "over the shoulder" explanation of the authors reasoning while 
defending 60 hands, some of which are advanced.The reader is asked to visualize the unseen hands, and must 
frequently reject the obvious play upon closer examination. At the end of the problem the author discusses the theme 
and may show anotehr example.My main gripe is it was difficult to follow the card play. I would have gotten a lot 
more out of the book had the card play been easy to follow.Also, a few of the hands I did not care for, but most were 
good.The book is worth reading, but first I'd read all the Eddie Kantar books on Play and defense (Kantar for the 
Defense 1,2, A new appraoch to Play and Defense 1,2, Test your Bridge Play 1,2)

Julian Pottage worked on a number of books with the late Terence Reese, and this one pays homage to a man who was 
arguably the best bridge writer of his time. One of Reese's classics, Play these hands with me, pioneered the 'over-the-
shoulder' style of bridge writing. What that book did for declarer play, the present one does for defense: readers can 
follow the thinking of an expert player, stopping at critical points in the deal to make their own decisions about how to 
continue. Julian Pottage (Wales) is best known as a bridge problem constructor, and his many awards include IBPA 
Book of the Year. His most recent book for MPP was Defend or Declare?

About the AuthorJulian Pottage is a British bridge expert who is best known for his problem books. His previous titles 
include the International Bridge Press Association's Book of The Year Play or Defend? and Bridge Problems for a 
New Millennium. 


