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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Composer and Street Urchin Help Each OtherBy Grace MonetI first 
saw this several years ago and reviewed it then. I enjoyed it so much that I've tried to see it again, or purchase it, but it 
simply wasn't available anywhere. Copyright issues had taken it off the market.Recently, I checked again, and 
suddenly, there it was! I ordered it immediately, and am still happy with it. I'm going to lend it to my choir director, a 
retired music/band teacher."Handel's Last Chance" is part of a series produced by HBO several years ago. Each 
involves a famous composer and a child. In each episode, the child is part of the solution to the problem at hand. In 
this case, it's Jamie, an Irish boy with a lovely singing voice. He and Handel help each other.Handel desparately needs 
a good, strong singer for the premier performance of "Messiah." Jamie needs help. His poverty-stricken, widowed 
mother arranged a scholarship to a high-class prep school; the school bully makes Jamie's life miserable. Then Jamie's 
mother, a laundress, is put in debtor's prison. Jamie is shown doing her laundry work at night, and trying to be a 
student by day. One can imagine how frustrated he'd become.In exchange for singing and staying in school, Handel 
offers food, encouragement and assistance with the bully.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. TOP 
QUAL...By Earl WielsmaExactly what we wanted, worked perfectly!0 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 
handel's last chanceBy John F. Bicknelli already own this on vhs. i wanted to make sure i would have it on dvd. it 
came early and in perfect condition.thanks,jb

It is 1742 and we are in Dublin, where ten-year-old Jamie O'Flaherty and the brilliant composer George Frideric 
Handel live. Jamie, who comes from a very poor family, has been caught stealing and is in jail. Handel, whose career 
is failing, needs his newest composition to be a big hit. By a stroke of destiny, the young boy and the composer 
become unlikely allies. Handel gets Jamie out of jail and the boy lends his golden voice to the first performance of 
Messiah. This production is filled with many of Handel's most glorious musical works, and the captivating story 
reminds us that when you believe in yourself you can make comebacks in life and often get one last chance. 51 
minutes.


