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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Pleasantly SurprisedBy D. MacdonaldI have to admit that I 
approached this book with some hesitation. I was not sure I wanted to spend the money and time finding out about a 
"Rock 'n' Roll Deejay." (The title did not reassure me.) Yet I was curious about Phillips, a much-mentioned but distant 
figure in the Sun Records and Presley story. Turns out, it is a very good book about both, but even more so about 
Dewey Phillips himself and the role of DJs in promoting the music. The author shows Phillips as the comic and tragic 
character that he was, with sympathy but without the uncritical or "gotcha" attitudes that mar much writing about this 
music. I learned a lot about the origins of R and R and the music industry in the South in the 1940s and 1950s, as well 
as how the Presley phenom came into being. Phillips' relationship with Elvis both made him and destroyed him. He 
ended up an alcoholic and drug addict in lonely isolation. Sun Records owner Sam Phillips (no relation) and Presley 
more or less had to support his estranged family as he descended into his personal hell. I strongly recommend this 
book to anyone interested in those subjects. A good and informative read, and a very interesting story.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. History from "Music City - Memphis"By Gayle DavisGreat read for someone who 
remembers these times and people. And from a great writer, Dr. Cantor!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. excellent book. i would like to have seen more ...By hugh c grissett srexcellent book. i would like to have seen 
more about the music that dewey played, a discussion of his playlists, but overall a great read.

Beginning in 1949, while Elvis Presley and Sun Records were still virtually unknown--and two full years before Alan 
Freed famously "discovered" rock 'n' roll--Dewey Phillips brought rock 'n' roll to the Memphis airwaves by playing 
Howlin' Wolf, B. B. King, and Muddy Waters on his nightly radio show Red, Hot and Blue. The mid-South's most 
popular white deejay, "Daddy-O-Dewey" is part of rock 'n' roll history for being the first major disc jockey to play 
Elvis Presley (and subsequently to conduct the first live, on-air interview with Elvis). This book illustrates Phillips's 
role in turning a huge white audience on to previously forbidden race music. His zeal for rhythm and blues legitimized 
the sound and set the stage for both Elvis's subsequent success and the rock 'n' roll revolution of the 1950s. Using 
personal interviews, documentary sources, and the oral history collections at the Center for Southern Folklore and the 
University of Memphis, Louis Cantor presents a very personal view of the disc jockey while arguing for his place as 
an essential part of rock 'n' roll history.

From Publishers WeeklyTwo years before Alan Freed "discovered" rock 'n' roll, deejay Dewey Phillips was 
introducing white audiences to largely unfamiliar "race" music by Howlin' Wolf, Muddy Waters and B. B. King and 
becoming Memphis's most popular white disc jockey as a result. Dewey was also the first major deejay to play Elvis 
on the air, sparking one of the greatest music careers of the 20th century. Cantor's study of the influential disc jockey 
begins roughly when Dewey launched his "Red, Hot and Blue" show on WHBQ in 1949, and the book is as much a 
biography of Memphis as it is of Dewey Phillips. Sam Phillips (no relation), founder of Sun Studio, is a central figure 
and Beale Street, Memphis, comes to life as a meeting point of black and white communities and the site of Home of 
the Blues Records. Cantor, who knew Elvis in high school, makes a case for further study of Phillips as a pivotal 
figure in the dissemination of early rock 'n' roll. Well-researched and meticulously annotated, his volume draws on 
personal interviews, secondary sources and preserved oral histories to create an authoritative, readable and lively 
portrait of both the person and the time that launched the sound of rock 'n' roll. 14 pages of b/w photos. Copyright 
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. "I could write a book about this book!. 
. . .This book is a MUST READ for all fans of blues and Rock-n-Roll history. It's my book of the year, beating out The 
Dylan Chronicles (a close second). Triple A+."--Holler 


