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Joseph Haydn : Die sieben letzten Worte unseres Erlser am Kreuze, Hob.XX:2: Vocal score  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Die sieben letzten Worte unseres Erlser am 
Kreuze, Hob.XX:2: Vocal score: 

Originally composed in 1786 as a work for orchestra, Haydn's piece inspired by the Seven Last Words of Christ was 
recast as a string quartet the next year and published as his Op. 51. On his way to London in 1794, Haydn heard an 
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adaptation of his orchestral work for chorus with orchestra made by the Passau kapellmeister Joseph Friebert with 
German text based upon the original Latin seven words. Impressed, Haydn decided to make his own choral version, 
with a revised German text by Gottfried van Swieten. The new cantata version was premiered before an invited 
audience in Vienna on March 17, 1796 and first performed before the public over two years later (April 1, 1798). The 
vocal score reissued here is an authoritative one originally published in early years of the 20th century by C. F. Peters 
of Leipzig. As with all PLP scores a percentage of each sale is donated to the amazing online archive of free music 
scores and recordings, IMSLP - Petrucci Music Library.


