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Kenneth H. Phillips : Directing the Choral Music Program  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Directing the Choral Music Program: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Standard methods text needs to join the 21st centuryBy JenniferOn 
the one hand, Phillips' standard choral methods text is nicely organized, methodical, and gives a nice basic overview of 
many of the major concerns of the high school choral director. From a musical and pedagogical perspective, it is very 
sound. On the other, however, it reads and feels as though it was written in the early 1990's or so by a fairly old-school 
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director, one who was still managing a very successful choral program in much the same way as he had over several 
decades, without changing much. There is little mention of many of the resources and issues faced in real-life school 
situations today--the most glaring being the internet/email/cell phone reality of our students' lives. Admittedly, this is 
not entirely Phillips' fault--in 2004 when the book was published things were simpler than 2013, but for Heaven's sake, 
even then there was email, and there were websites, even if social media had not emerged as the societal force it is 
now. Musically, old-school techniques may continue to work; however, in addressing issues of recruiting, 
communication, fundraising, etc, the models presented in this book are stuck in the last century and will be of limited 
use. Some mention of --or at least awareness of--the realities of students with special needs, gender issues, and other 
real-life forced which affect our students and thus our programs would be helpful as well.I would not recommend this 
as a book for 21st century music educators, especially young ones starting out. It perpetuates a model for high school 
choral programs which, while it might have been absolutely rock-solid in its time (although I personally think "its 
time" was about ten years before it was published), is sadly outdated.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
This is the first book I look back on when ...By Rich N.This is the first book I look back on when I need a reference 
for anything for my choir program.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Secondary Choral Methods Class 
WinnerBy Leo_SngsThis publication makes an excellent textbook for my Secondary Choral Methods students. It is an 
practical and outstanding resource for the collegiate undergrad Music Ed student.

Directing the Choral Music Program is a comprehensive introduction to developing and managing choral music 
programs from elementary through high-school and adult levels. Designed primarily as a choral methods text for the 
undergraduate music education curriculum, it is also useful for choral directors in schools, churches, and communities. 
Broad in scope and practical in orientation, the book is structured around three basic units: the administrative process, 
rehearsal and performance planning, and choral techniques. In addition to core topics--including recruitment and 
auditioning, classroom management, vocal development, and curriculum and performance planning--it features many 
subjects not covered in other texts, such as student discipline, philosophy of choral music education, and the history of 
choral conducting. The author also presents material on directing show choirs and musicals; organizing choir tours, 
festivals, and contests; working with adolescent singers; and teaching sight-reading skills. Directing the Choral Music 
Program incorporates study and discussion questions at the end of each chapter, numerous illustrations and musical 
examples, and a variety of class projects throughout. The appendixes offer helpful lists of music publishers and 
distributors; manufacturers of equipment, supplies, and attire; recommended choral repertory; voice class resources; 
and sight-singing materials. Grounded in the author's extensive experience in directing choirs at all levels, this book 
combines practical methods with a research base, providing readers with a solid foundation for a career in choral 
directing.
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