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Greg Vitercik : Early Works of Felix M endelssohn: A Study in the Romantic Sonata Style (M usicology) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Early Works of Felix
Mendelssohn: A Study in the Romantic Sonata Style (Musicology):

Overture and the Octet for Strings. It re-examines a number of crucial issues; in particular, it questions the widespread
notion that Mendel ssohn was primarily alyric miniaturist incapable of handling large-scale instrumental forms. It
proposes that the elegance of Mendelssohn's method has almost completely obscured the fact that it is a method at all.
With scholarly detail, the book reveals how Mendelssohn's extensive and carefully constructed strategies reflect a
successful attempt to create a specifically Romantic sonata style. Musicologists and theorists, as well as the educated
music-lover, will find this afascinating study.

A unique and enlightening monograph. Vitercik encourages a reconsideration of the composer's reputation and
suggests a new evaluation of Mendel ssohn's contribution to the history of sonata style. Recommended for its
originality and intriguing analyses of individual works.M.N.H. Cheng of Choice, November 1992



