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Alanna Nash : Elvis and the Memphis Mafia  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Elvis and the Memphis Mafia: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Elvis and the Memphis MafiaBy LUVZ 2 READI couldn't put this 
book down . The most interesting reading about the KING . Things said only ones lived there with Elvis could know 
.....I admire these men for all the good , bad and ugly they described . They dearly loved Elvis as it is so apparent with 
things they described . My opinion is this ,Elvis wouldn't lived as long as he did if these guys hadn't been there and 
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protected him ......They brought him back to life at times with close escapes . They also had many good times along 
with the bad that out weighed bad times . Elvis dearly loved these men too just as they felt the same ........These men 
gave up their youth being with him . They describe Elvis with a most tender heart with giving to complete strangers . 
He never forgot where he came from , so this makes him more special .I'm so lucky choosing this book from the many 
more about him. I'm wanting to read other books also about him , but afraid other books can't live up to all the great 
knowledge this book gives to us the readers .Last , but not least , this book helped me understand Elvis life .God bless 
this humble man . RIP everyone's friend , and idol to some . You are missed , but never forgotten and it's been 40yrs. 
AMAZING ! What a testament !8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Very good book,by those close to 
ElvisBy Donna CarpenterIt took me a long time to finally read this book. I try very hard not to purchase or read books 
that are harshly negative of Elvis. He was a human being and had a heart of gold. He had his faults but don't we all. 
Once I started reading the book it was hard to put down. For the most part they all did not judge him,but they told a 
story. Good and bad we got different sides to some of the stories but everyone sees things differently. It is a very good 
book ,1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Always a fanBy DixiechickA classic example of too much too 
soon with absolutely no guidance. Seems he did not have a moments peace once he became successful. Sad that he lost 
his moral compass after his mother passed away and allowed his manager who was unable to cultivate his talent to 
control his personal and professional life which eventually set him on a path to self destruction. A sad wasted life that 
could have been miraculous.

A monumental oral biography filled with raucous joy, aching loss and terrible poignancy, Elvis the Memphis Mafia is 
the first book to capture the King the man and the phenomenon in his full complexity. Through revealing interviews 
with three of Elviss closest friends, who were also his protectors and rescuers, Nash achieves the first true mapping of 
Elviss psyche. Billy Smith Elviss first cousin and the person he reputedly loved most after his own mother Marty 
Lacker best man at his wedding and foreman of the Memphis Mafia, the Kings handpicked group of gatekeepers and 
confidants and Lamar Fike the touring crew member who accompanied him into the Army were with Elvis from his 
teens to his final days and provide unique access to the greatest of all rock and roll legends. The revelations cut 
through every aspect of Elviss life, from the childhood seeds of his drug dependency, through his fear for his mothers 
life and his plan to change his identity, to his bizarre self-mutilation. No one who reads this symphonic blending of 
three proud, ribald, sad and ultimately wistful voices can fail to be profoundly moved.

'The Best Elvis book written to date' Uncut 'You don't need to be an Elvis fan to be awed by this book. It is so detailed, 
gossipy, far-ranging, and coherent that it becomes a clear window on an entire era. The book's genius is in the volume 
of fresh and flowing information ... Nash is one of the finest, most perceptive chroniclers and appraisers of pop music 
in America.' BillboardFrom the PublisherElvis Aaron Presley is as close as anybody's gotten to a psychological profile 
of Elvis, based on family information from Billy Smith, Elvis's first cousin, who lived with him throughout his life. 
The book also examines the larger human aspects of an unparalleled social phenomenon. Twenty years after Elvis's 
death, he still mystifies and thrills.About the AuthorAlanna Nash is also `responsible for the best Elvis book to date 
(Uncut magazine): Elvis Presley: Revelations from the Memphis Mafia. A feature writer for the New York Times, she 
lives in Louisville, Kentucky. 


