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Cooper C. Graham : Leni Riefenstahl and Olympia (The Scarecrow Filmmakers Series)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Leni Riefenstahl and Olympia (The Scarecrow 
Filmmakers Series): 

New in Paper! Leni Riefenstahl's four-hour film, Olympia, a major propaganda achievement of Nazi Germany in the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=081083961X


1930's, deals with the Eleventh Olympic Games that were held in Berlin in 1936. Olympia is also perhaps the best 
German film produced during the National Socialist period. Graham has scrutinized the history of the film and shows 
that it was deeply involved with the regime, both in its stages of production and in its later distribution. He also argues 
that the film can be regarded as a masterpiece of propaganda, and further, that virtually any work of this nature is 
bound to have a propaganda effect, whether intended or not. The author relates the film's subsequent history against 
the background of the worsening political situation in Europe. The events leading up to World War II were to have a 
profound effect on the future of the film. Aside from the political issues, the book describes the fascinating story of the 
making of an epic film.The book will be of value to film historians, sports scholars, and those interested in the history 
and culture of Nazi Germany. Available in paperback 2002. Cloth version previously published in 1986.

A fascinating account which can be read, studied, and enjoyed on several levels.The author brilliantly succeeds in 
keeping his story lucid and gripping, totally involving the reader throughout. (Film Annual)Copiously researched, 
especially in primary German-language sources and interviews, it is of most interest to historians for its positioning of 
the film squarely within the social, cultural, and political context of National Socialism. Olympic fans will be 
especially drawn to Chapter 3, on the filming of the Games, where Graham provides anecdotal information on the 
athletes and their achievements. And students of film will be fascinated by this richly-detailed history of the 
production Olympia: its conception, planning, filming, editing, distribution, and present classic status. (Journal Of 
Sport Literature)About the AuthorCooper C. Graham has worked in the Motion Picture, Broadcasting and Recorded 
Sound Division of the Library of Congress and has taught film courses for the University of Maryland. 


