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Don G Smith : Lon Chaney, Jr.: Horror Film Star, 1906-1973  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Lon Chaney, Jr.: Horror Film Star, 1906-1973: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good that a book was written about Chaney JuniorBy Cinema DaveI 
am glad that a book about Lon Chaney Junior has been written. It provides some interviews that can also be found in 
"Universal Horrors."Don Smith goes off base with some of his underdeveloped theories, especially the claim that 
Creighton Chaney was a "latent homosexual."Why bother with such theories?I would have liked to have read more 
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about Chaney's work ethic. The people I met who worked with Lon Chaney Junior, found the actor to be a nice man 
who suffered from the disease of alcoholism.Disappointing book overall, but a good one to catalog his movies.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Paul McKimmeyNice book, good overall condition. Good, 
informative reading material3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. "GREAT BOOK"By K. A. NelsenAs a 
youngster, I had the unique opportunity to spend many hours with the son of Lon Chaney, Jr. His name as well was 
Lon he along with my father enjoyed the sport of deep-sea fishing. While there was a lot within the book that I'd heard 
"first-hand" during long hours on the Pacific Ocean, I especially liked this book as it mentioned the "Lon" that I knew. 
Other books did not...just his other son Ron. A note of trivia: the "Lon" that I knew was in reality the "FIRST" Lon 
Chaney. Lon Chaney, Sr. was actually named "Leonovich"(sp.) took Lon for short. Lon Chaney, Jr. was actually 
named "Createn"(sp.) taking Lon mostly due to his father's success. My friend "Lon" told our family that he was the 
first "Lon" born Lon Chaney. He too was a GREAT man who I shall never forget. Sadly, Lon was taken suddenly in 
1992 as the result of an auto accident while returning home from his aerospace business which he built from the 
ground up. He had a daughter son...yes one more "Lon Chaney". Thus the legendary name lives on.-Kurt, Fullerton, 
California.

Though he was haunted by the shadow of his legendary father and devastated by alcoholism, Lon Chaney, Jr., carved 
out a very successful film career as Universal's leading horror star in the 1940s, and later as a leading character actor in 
Westerns, dramas, and on television. While rightly focused on the career of the underrated actor, this study also 
explores his life and times.

"essential...invaluable...magnificent...comprehensive""welcome...extensive...comprehensive"--Classic Images; 
"exhaustive...well researched"--Scarlet Street; "excellent...insightful...filmography...is extremely useful and intriguing. 
Reference books of this quality and affection are rare. This tribute is long overdue and welcome"--Penguin Comics; "a 
valuable biography of a seldom discussed icon...recommended"--Midnight Marquee; "useful information regarding the 
actor's mainstream work and his lesser-known television performances, including an invaluable section devoted to 
them in the filmography"--Filmfax; "portrays a decent person who was an effective actor, and who was haunted by 
such despair that the hopelessness of his movie roles seemed the lesser of two evils"--San Francisco Examiner 
Magazine; "the first entire book on Lon Chaney...a welcome release"--Psychotronic; "a fitting tribute to Chaney's 
importance to horror films"--The Other Side of Show Business; "required reading for fans of Golden Age horror"--
Film ; "admirable job"--Little Shop of Horrors; "good"--Videoscope; "refreshing"--Cornerstone Magazine.About the 
AuthorDon G. Smith is an associate professor in history and philosophy of education at Eastern Illinois University. He 
has written for numerous publications, including Filmfax, Scarlet Street, Movie Collector's World and Midnight 
Marquee. He lives in Riverview Florida. 


