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John R. Hammond : Lost Horizon Companion: A Guide to the James Hilton Novel and Its Characters, Critical 
Reception, Film Adaptations and Place in Popular Culture  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Lost Horizon Companion: A Guide to the James Hilton Novel and Its 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786432381


Characters, Critical Reception, Film Adaptations and Place in Popular Culture: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A great guide...By Michael ValdivielsoTo my knowledge there is no 
other. The guide gives information about the time period the book was written, the life of the author, as well as a break 
down of the each chapter, characters, its publishing history, and the success of its major film adaptation, and that 
musical. It also examines the initial reaction to the book and tries to explore why people don't seem to know of it now. 
It even lists the squeals, some of which I didn't even know about, though I don't agree with some of the author's views 
on said works (he likes one book I dislike and dislikes one book I like). Well, we all have free will!I would suggest it 
for a fan of the book, the film, or the author, but unlikely would suggest it for anybody else. And at best it is a one 
read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not what I expected.By James D. CrabtreeThere is hardly 
anything here which you wouldn't already know from reading the original book. It reads a lot like Cliff Notes. There 
are some insights into the critical reviews which came out at the time... if you're interested in that sort of thing.2 of 3 
people found the following review helpful. Review of Lost Horizon CompanionBy Kay ConnollyA well set out and 
easily read companion for a great story.It aided my understanding of the context and time of the novel.Well worth 
reading.

This comprehensive reference guide introduces James Hilton's novel Lost Horizon for contemporary students and 
general readers. The opening section provides a summary of Hilton's life and describes his circumstances at the time of 
writing the novel. This is followed with a chapter-by-chapter summary of the plot, a glossary of words and phrases 
which may be helpful to twenty-first century readers, and an alphabetically arranged guide to the novel's characters. In 
addition, the author examines the initial critical reception of the book, its publishing history, and the success of its 
major film adaptations in separate chapters. Several appendices provide recommended questions for discussion and 
Hilton's original preface to Lost Horizon.

"Excellent...extensive." --The James Hilton NewsletterAbout the AuthorJohn R. Hammond is a research fellow at 
Nottingham Trent University in England. He is the secretary of the James Hilton Society and the president of the H.G. 
Wells Society. 


