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This lighthearted and eye-opening book explores the role of comedy in cultural and political critiques of American 
society from the past century. Provides a context, vocabulary, and perspective to better appreciate and understand 
American humor Connects historical developments to cultural changes Includes both academic references and popular 
works Covers a wide range of artists over a variety of media Examines and explains general trends in American 
comedy

"Jarvis's volume will serve as a valuable resource for those interested in exploring the specialty of humor studies. 
Summing Up: Recommended. Upper-level undergraduates through researchers/faculty. Professionals/practitioners." - 
Choice"Make 'em Laugh! American Humorists of the 20th and 21st Centuries opens a window to humor in the United 
States, a humor unique to our country, history, and culture. This book will help high school students, researchers, and 
those curious about comedic accomplishments. This is a noteworthy collection of American comedians and shows the 
evolution of the humorous landscape in entertainment." - ARBAAbout the AuthorZeke Jarvis, PhD, is an associate 
professor at Eureka College. 


