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Daniel Wallace: Man of Steel: Insidethe Legendary World of Superman before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Man of Steel: Inside the Legendary World of Superman:

27 of 28 people found the following review helpful. Not bad but not that goodBYy
Parka[[VIDEOID:mo20BEDWOPWILKW]]I wasn't very impressed by this Man of Stedl art book. It's not bad but it's
not that good either. There aren't many character designs. Strangely, Zod's the only character with art featuring various
designs. The rest of the characters, including Superman, are just shown with one or two illustrations or photos. The
designs are the finalised ones. There's nothing on Superman's new suit besides the brief mention by director Zack
Synder that underwear outside is no longer cool nowadays. The cover does have a nice embossed S with repeating
patterns from the fabric of Superman's suit.The concept art are generally nice but there aren't any mind blowing pieces
in particular. There are some beautiful detailed pieces but also pretty rough ones. The overall toneis quite dark with a
sense of grim throughout. There's a preference for the strong use of shadows, either to obscure detail or to suggest I'm
not too sure, but | feel it's for the former because the detail | want to see usually fades into the shadow.The art feels
quite static. Environment art are meant to be static but | mean those scene paintings with characters. There are many
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pieces with characters just standing on location. Superman usually stands alone staring into space. Comics usually
have their charactersin dynamic poses. Not so here. And there aren't any storyboards. Y ou won't get the idea that this
isan action film from the art. There aren't any set photography on the props and locations. Most of the photos included
are film stills, mostly portraits, but they look great. The commentary is quite insightful and focuses on the design and
direction of the film. It talks mainly about the interpretation of the characters and stories for the audience that are so
used to superhero movies nowadays. There's not much on the actual production shoot and stories behind the

scenes. Those who have watched the film would probably enjoy this book more but that would also depend on what
you're expecting.| recommend flipping through the book before you buy.3.5 out of 5 stars.(There are more pictures of
the book on my blog. Just visit my profile for the link.)5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Man of

Steel - Art BookBy IMM[[VIDEOID:62374897b42809c421836ceel 1f26c2c]] Fans of "Man of Steel" should enjoy this
book. It primarily focuses on the visual aspects of the film -- director Zack Snyder and his design team really do a
gresat job of creating a unique-looking movie, so it's nice to have a book on the subject.It's worth noting that around
75% of the book is designated to all things Krypton (even though only 20-30 min of the movie are spent there). To be
fair, the Krypton portion of the film is perhaps the most creative and certainly worthy of inclusion here. The book goes
in-depth on Krypton environments, technology, costumes, and creatures. Many of the concept art isreally great (and
printed full-page). Also included are samples of the written language and symbols used on Krypton - it's fascinating to
see how much detail went into portraying arealistic civilization.But this leaves only 25% of the book focused on the
rest of the movie and Earth. Overall, the book does |eave something to be desired. In particular, | would have liked to
have more insight into the design and creation of the Superman costume (it only gets about 2-3 pages).lt's definitely
worth buying this book if you can find it for a reasonable price.15 of 16 people found the following review helpful.
Tries be both an "Art of" and a"Making of," but ends up being unsatisfying in both respects.By DennisW.
BurgerFrom my much longer review, originally published on EntertaintmentTell:Man of Steel: Inside the Legendary
World of Superman triesits best to strike a balance between "art of" and "making of," but at a scant 184 pages (and it
honestly doesn't even seem that long), it doesn't really have room to be either of those things to a satisfying degree. As
a"making of," it does touch on some really interesting points in the text--especially when it comes to the filmmakers
collaboration with the U.S. Department of Defense to create an accurate portrayal of the military in the film, aswell as
many of the thoughts that went into the design of Krypton--and there is a positively fascinating page on the
development of the Kryptonian language developed for the film. But much of what is delivered in the book in that
regard just leaves me hungry for more. If anything, it's an intriguing tease.As an "art of," though, the book is an all-
around disappointment. There are so many elements of the text that could have been given so much more weight with
the right images: the discussion of the design of the S-emblem comes to mind, as well as the design of the suit asa
whole. But alas, we don't get asingle solitary image of any of the iterations that the S-glyph must have certainly gone
through. And any paintings of the Big Blue suit pretty much mirror the final design in the film to a tee.Perhaps the
most frustrating thing about Man of Steel: Inside the Legendary World of Superman, though, isthat if you're afan of
the film hungry for a deeper 1ook, the book is kind of essential. Not very satisfying, mind you, but there are several
really neat tidbits and insights here that I'll admit make it worth owning. If, and only if, you're a hardcore fan.
(Although, let'sfaceit: if you're a hardcore fan you probably pre-ordered the book long before | ever thought about
writing this review.)It's just a shame that there isn't a proper Art of Man of Steel book in the works, nor atruly in-
depth Making of. Because | would happily pay good money for both of those books (preferably the former). The only
real hope at this point for those of uswho geek out on pre-production artwork is that the Blu-ray release might include
so many of the early and unused concepts that this book unfortunately, for the most part, ignores

In Man of Steel, director Zack Snyder (300, Watchmen) and producer Christopher Nolan (The Dark Knight Trilogy)
have delivered a stunning new vision of Superman that is both fresh and familiar. Man of Steel: Inside the Legendary
World of Superman explores the remarkable creative process behind the movie and showcases the exceptional concept
art that shaped its unique visual style. From the stark alien vistas of Krypton to the down-to-earth warmth of
Smallville, this book uncovers the intensive world-building process that makes Supermans universe both thrilling and
believable. Also featuring in-depth interviews with the cast and crew, and candid on-set photography, Man of Steel:
Inside the Legendary World of Superman isthe ultimate insiders look at one of the most electrifying moviesin recent
memory. Man of Steel stars Henry Cavill as Superman. Also appearing are three-time Oscar nominee Amy Adams
(The Fighter) as Daily Planet journalist Lois Lane, and Oscar nominee Laurence Fishburne (Whats Love Got to Do
with It) as her editor-in-chief, Perry White. Starring as Clark Kents adoptive parents, Martha and Jonathan Kent, are
Oscar nominee Diane Lane (Unfaithful) and Academy Award winner Kevin Costner (Dances with Wolves). Squaring
off against the superhero are two other surviving Kryptonians, the villainous General Zod, played by Oscar nominee
Michael Shannon (Revolutionary Road), and Faora, Zods evil partner, played by Antje Traue. Also from Supermans
native Krypton are Lara L or-Van, Supermans mother, played by Ayelet Zurer, and Supermans father, Jor-El, portrayed
by Academy Award winner Russell Crowe (Gladiator). Rounding out the cast are Harry Lennix as U.S. military man
General Swanwick, aswell as Christopher Meloni as Colonel Hardy.
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