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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of the best books on Chinese cinema ever written.By 
CustomerChris Berry's commentary says it all. Qi Wang's book is among the best full length books on Chinese cinema 
ever written. She is certainly the Chinese film scholar to follow! Everyone interested in Chinese contemporary culture 
should read it0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerA great book

Memory, Subjectivity and Independent Chinese Cinema provides a historically informed examination of independent 
moving image works made between 1990 and 2010 in China. Showcasing an evolving personal mode of narrating 
memory, documenting reality, and inscribing subjectivity in over sixteen selected works that range from narrative film 
and documentary to experimental video and digital media (even including a multimedia avant-garde play), this book 
presents a provocative portrait of the independent filmmakers as a peculiarly pained yet active group of historical 
subjects of the transitional, post-socialist era. Through a connected investigation of cultural and cinematic concepts 
including historical consciousness, personal memory, narrative, performance, subjectivity, spatiality, and the body, 
Wang weaves a critical narrative of the formation of a unique post-socialist cultural consciousness that enables 
independent cinema and media to become a highly significant and effective conduit for historical thinking in 
contemporary China. Covering directors such as Zhang Yimou, Chen Kaige, Jia Zhangke, Jiang Wen, Lou Ye, Meng 
Jinghui, Wang Bing, Wang Guangli, Duan Jinchuan, Cui Zi'en, Shi Tou, and Tang Danhong, this book is essential 
reading for all students and scholars in Chinese film.

"Qi Wang's radical intervention revaluates Chinese independent cinema's challenge to the official and commercial 
media. Instead of emphasizing the realist determination to document everyday life in contemporary China since the 
1990s, she shows us how these films also invoke history through personal memory in their attempt to come to terms 
with the earthquakes in Chinese social, cultural, and political values of the last half century. Memory, Subjectivity and 
Independent Chinese Cinema is a dense, detailed, and riveting account of the postsocialist generation's subjectivity. 
Richly illustrated and informed by new research and numerous interviews, its shining audacity takes my breath 
away." - Chris Berry, King's College London About the AuthorQi Wang is an associate professor of Film and Media 
Studies at the Georgia Institute of Technology. 


