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Robin L. Murray, Joseph K. Heumann : Monstrous Nature: Environment and Horror on the Big Screen before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Monstrous Nature:
Environment and Horror on the Big Screen:


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0803285698

Godzilla, atraditional natural monster and representation of cinemas subgenre of natural attack, also provides a
cautionary symbol of the dangerous consequences of mistreating the natural worldmonstrous nature on the attack.
Horror films such as Godzillainvite an exploration of the complexities of a monstrous nature that humanity both
creates and embodies. Robin L. Murray and Joseph K. Heumann demonstrate how the horror film and its offshoots can
often be understood in relation to a monstrous nature that has evolved either deliberately or by accident and that
generates fear in humanity as both character and audience. This connection between fear and the natural world opens
up possihilities for ecocritical readings often missing from research on monstrous nature, the environment, and the
horror film. Organized in relation to four recurring environmental themesin filmsthat construct nature as a
monsteranthropomorphism, human ecology, evolution, and gendered landscapesthe authors apply ecocritical
perspectivesto reveal the multiple ways nature is constructed as monstrous or in which the natural world itself
constructs monsters. This interdisciplinary approach to film studies fuses cultural, theological, and scientific critiques
to explore when and why nature becomes monstrous.

"Widening the scope to nature overall fighting back against anunappreciative and oblivious populace, Robin L.
Murray and Joseph K.Heumann explore how these movies reflect how our culture grapples withour uneasy co-
existence with floraand fauna, in their new essaycollection from University of Nebraska Press, Monstrous Nature:
Environment and Horror on the Big Screen. While | was primed for a highbrow take on alowbrow topic, | wasill-
prepared for how much fun it can be." (Rod Lott, "Flick Attack™)About the AuthorRobin L. Murray is a professor of
English at Eastern Illinois University. Joseph K. Heumann is professor emeritus from the Department of
Communication Studies at Eastern lllinois University. Murray and Heumann are coauthors of Thats All
Folks?:Ecocritical Readings of American Animated Features (Nebraska, 2011) and Filmand Everyday Eco-
disasters(Nebraska, 2014).f



