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Various : My First Movie: Twenty Celebrated Directors Talk about Their First Film  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised My First Movie: Twenty Celebrated Directors 
Talk about Their First Film: 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful Collection of StoriesBy Thor Vader"My First Movie" is a 
collection of interviews edited by Stephen Lowenstein with 20 of the independent world's most celebrated directors. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0142002208


Like any collection, some interviews are more informative than others. Nevertheless, I found this book to be entirely 
entertaining as I was brought into the world of other directors' first experiences.Throughout all of the interviews, I 
found the same recurring theme of panic surface. I was particularly impressed with the interview with Ang Lee where 
he discusses his quick success out of NYU and then 7 years of drought, as well as James Mangold's rocket to stardom 
taken down by his snide remarks to Katzenberg.This book is probably more properly titled "Self Help" book for 
anyone that wants to make a movie, as you realize that the directors featured in this book are really no different from 
anyone else. In a few cases (I'll refrain from telling you), I actually found myself saying, "Why WOULD anyone have 
ever let this person direct a film." Thus, the reader will be comforted to know that if he or she keeps pushing, 
eventually they will get their project made.Overall, the book is a wonderfully delightful read. My recommendation is 
to read a chapter a day, and then watch the director's movie... this will maximize the pleasure and reading experience.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great pick for a picky reader!By Marcie Hoye CumberlandGave it to 
my husband who is a notoriously slow reader for Christmas. He has almost finished it 20 days later. and loves it.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Customer.jkhkjhgkljg

In these vivid and revealing interviews, a diverse collection of filmmakers talk in extraordinary detail and with 
amazing candor about making their first films. Each chapter focuses on a director's celebrated debut and tells the 
inside story of the film's creation. Along the way, every aspect of the movie industry is explored-from writing the 
script and raising the money to casting the actors and assembling the crew, from shooting and editing to selling the 
movie and screening it. These interviews are not only memoirs of particular movies; each one is also an emotional 
journey in which the director relives the pain and elation, the comedy and tragedy, of making a first feature film.

From BooklistThey say you never forget the first time, and 20 prominent directors reminisce vividly about their 
inaugural efforts behind the camera in this collection of original interviews. Editor Lowenstein, a filmmaker himself, 
elicits candid and revealing responses from subjects representing mainstream Hollywood (Oliver Stone, Anthony 
Minghella), American independent (the Coen Brothers, Kevin Smith), British (Mike Leigh, Neil Jordan), and foreign-
language filmmaking (Ang Lee, Pedro Almodovar). Most are very forthcoming about insecurities and blunders as they 
impart information that is alternately entertaining and technical, though many admit to surprising technical ignorance 
when they launched their careers. Despite their varied personalities and filmmaking approaches, the directors radiate 
enthusiasm, and Lowenstein speculates that they enjoyed the rare opportunity to talk about a movie they weren't trying 
to sell. They have learned to appreciate the freedom they enjoyed on their first films, when they had no reputations or 
expectations to live up to. Wanna-be directors may get the most out of this, yet anyone interested in the filmmaking 
experience may find it valuable. Gordon FlaggCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 
"Enthralling...full of inside information and sordid instructions." Los Angeles Times"A pleasure." VarietyFrom the 
Inside FlapNobody forgets their first time--and film directors are no exception.In these vivid and revealing interviews, 
a collection of filmmakers as diverse as the Coen brothers and Ken Loach, Ang Lee and Kevin Smith, Anthony 
Minghella and Gary Oldman, Neil Jordan and Mira Nair talk in extraordinary detail and with amazing candor about 
making their first films. Each chapter focuses on a director's celebrated debut--be it Angel or Blood Simple, Clerks or 
Diner, Muriel's Wedding or Truly, Madly, Deeply--and tells the inside story: from writing the script to raising the 
money, from casting the actors to assembling the crew, from shooting to editing, from selling the movie to screening 
it. Along the way, every aspect of the movie industry is explored: from dealing with agents and moguls for the first 
time to pitching your movie as a debutante director, from languishing in development hell to confronting test 
audiences from hell.The questions have been posed by Stephen Lowenstein, a young director with two acclaimed short 
films to his credit. Remembering the struggle to launch their careers, the directors have opened up about their first 
films and themselves to an unprecedented degree. Each chapter is not only a memoir of a particular movie, but also an 
emotional journey in which the director relives the pain and elation, the comedy and tragedy, of making a first feature. 
For anyone who wants to direct movies, these tales of triumph and disaster, of sleepless nights and nail-biting days, 
will be enthralling and terrifying in equal measure. For all other film fans, the interviews provide fascinating and 
entertaining insights into filmmakers who have become household names. 


