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Victor S. Navasky : Naming Names before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Naming Names:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Cautionary Tale Worth HeedingBy Jersey Tomato0109A
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forthright narrative of one of the most shameful episodesin our country's history - and there have been afew of them.
Mr Navasky doesn't spare anyone; the guilty and innocent are described with equal aplomb. The USHUAC used
informers and manipulated innocent bystanders much better than the USSR's government ever did. The shoddy
investigation techniques, innuendoes and smear tactics used then gave way to the same sort being used today in our
"hallowed halls (hah!) of governemtn." This book should be required reading for all Americans, especialy those who
can't or don't see or understand how politics and the venal people who wield its power for selfish interests can truly
destroy lives.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An excellent documentation of a horrible timein our
country's historyBy James M.An excellent documentation of a horrible timein our country's history. | gained insight
on the actions and motivations of the persecutors, the informers and the victims. Sadly there are many parallelsto
some of the political witch hunts going on right now.5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Navasky does a
great job of integrating these peopl€e's stories into the exploration ...By Larry D. HollisThis book provides probably
more information than most people would ever need about the effects of the McCarthy hearings on Hollywood,
especially on the people caught up in the whole mess: actors, scriptwriters, directors, producers, even spouses of these
individuals. Navasky does a great job of integrating these people's stories into the exploration of the purposes and
intents of the hearings, but more importantly he relates these stories into the effects on the personal lives: lost
friendships, lost careers, lost trust, betrayal, regrets, self justifications. He thoroughly explores both sides of the issues:
those who chose to name names, those who resisted, and the reasons behind the personal decisionsindividuals took in
responding to the issue. The only problem | had was that you come away thinking only Hollywood personnel were
asked to name names, and perhaps the bulk of the hearings were directed at the Hollywood community, but alittle
more information on others (scientists, union officials, academic figures) would have been nice to help put the
Hollywood experience more in perspective in relation to the effects of McCarthyism. This edition also contains several
interesting "Afterwords" going up into the Reagan years.

With aNew Afterword by the Author"An astonishing work concerning personal honor and dishonor, shame and
shamelessness. A book of stunning insights and suspense." Studs TerkelHalf a century later, the investigation of
Hollywood radicals by the House Committee on Un-American Activities still haunts the public conscience. Naming
Names, reissued here with a new afterword by the author, is the definitive account of the hearings, a National Book
Award winner widely hailed asaclassic. Victor S. Navasky adroitly dissects the motivations for the investigation and
offers a poignant analysis of its consequences. Focusing on the movie-studio workers who avoided blacklists only by
naming names at the hearings, he explores the terrifying dilemmas of those who informed and the tragedies of those
who were informed on. Drawing on interviews with more than 150 people called to testifyamong them Elia Kazan,
Ring Lardner Jr., and Arthur MillerNaming Names presents a compelling portrait of how the blacklists operated with
such chilling efficiency.

The moral issues raised by the Hollywood blacklist remain fearfully complex, and Victor Navasky confronts them
with almost exquisite precision. The New Y ork TimesNavasky has done a splendid job bringing this enormous mass
of factsto coherence and meaning, judging its ethical import so rigorously and fairly. Naming Names is must reading.
Los Angeles Times Book From the Inside FlapWinner of the National Book Award "The moral issuesraised by the
Hollywood blacklist remain fearfully complex, and Victor Navasky confronts them with almost exquisite precision."
The New Y ork Times "Navasky has done a splendid job bringing this enormous mass of facts to coherence and
meaning, judging its ethical import so rigorously and fairly. Naming Names is must reading." Los Angeles Times
Book "His achievement isunarguable . . . [Navasky] establishes himself as that rare historian who can, like anovelist,
illuminate the boundaries where power and conscience meet." Time "The sort of book that ought to be required
reading in the journalism classrooms of the nation as an example of how awriter can simultaneously convey atough-
minded point of view and be scrupulously fair." New Y ork Daily News "Navasky has written an important book about
the McCarthy era. . . What makes [his] book striking isitsfairness." The New Y ork Times Book "Remarkable. . .
Navasky appears in these pages as a compassionate, if uncompromising, man . . . Thoughtful, instructive, and
courageous." Newsweek "One of the indispensable books not only for understanding a critical erain Hollywood and in
American political life, but for coming to grips with the whole subject of American films and the role they have played
in twentieth-century American culture." American Film "Navasky has managed to function brilliantly as lawyer,
historian, and psychologist all at once. Naming Names is a miracle of vividly responsible scholarship. At last | have a
solid understanding of why so many important people behaved the way they did." Kurt Vonnegut "I had anticipated
the astoundingly comprehensive research; and need make only passing reference to the real voicesanguished,
courageous, bitter, self-serving, defiant, pitiful, or burnedthat sing through these pages. To me the greatness of this
book has to do with the scrupulously patient, compassionate, but unerring moral analysis undertaken by the author like
some sort of Virgil picking his way through a modern Hell. Thisisnt awork of gossip, nor merely a cultural history,
although it will be read as such: to meit isatext in moral instruction, alesson in the enormous social consequences of
private failures of spirit . . . Everyone will have to read Naming Names and take a position onit." E. L. Doctorow "The



first treatment of the subject | have seen which understands both the ambiguities and the political and ideological
history that made that time such an ugly onein Hollywood." Frank Mankiewicz "A great investigative reporter
recreates one of the saddest eras of American lifein al its complexities and drama. Naming Namesis not so much a
story of symbols or causes as of tormented human beings." Tom Wicker "I read Naming Names with fascinated
stupefaction. It isaunique, valuable, and dramatic description of a society without defenses against the destruction of
its own best values. | hope everyone with even half acare for justice, civil rights, or simple individual eccentricity
reading Naming Names." Nicholas von Hoffman "The most intense moral argument that I, at least, have seen brought
to bear inavery long time. . . Despite being addressed to the issues of the 1950s, it is current today . . . Navasky has
given us aportrait of human beings under pressure which, initsfullness, is as lifelike as any Hollywood has ever
given us. Anyone who thinks political choices are necessarily simple should read Naming Names." Mother Jones"A
landmark book . . . A stunning essay on the nature of understanding betrayal and the problem of forgiveness. . .
Naming Names is both awrenching book and one that counts.” Village Voice "Absolutely first-rate reporting,
unsettling human drama, and shrewd meditation on political morality." Newsday "Offers atimely opportunity to
examine how the domestic cold war determined the way we live now . . . The issues that Navasky raisesin this
meticulously researched, scrupulously fair, brilliantly argued book are part of Americas unfinished business." Soho
NewsAbout the AuthorVictor S. Navasky, a graduate of Y ale Law School, is publisher and editoria director of The
Nation. The author of Kennedy Justice, he is Delacorte Professor of Journalism at Columbia University. Helivesin
New York City.



