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William Blake : Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience (Dover Thrift Editions)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience 
(Dover Thrift Editions): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Exquisite, but warning: it is smallBy Katy ButlerI'm reiterating 
previous reviewers: be prepared for a small book. You cannot (or at least my aging eyes cannot)read the poems as 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0486270513


printed in Blake's engravings, though I can read them in the text on the facing page.If only this book were about two 
inches bigger in both dimensions! I have a similar book,issued by the Tate, containing The Proverbs of Heaven Hell, 
and I was hoping this was acompanion edition, but no such luck. Nevertheless, I'm keeping mine and ordering 
anotherfor a poet-friend's birthday.Blake is extraordinary -- a genius of his own kind, his visions sprung apparently 
from nowhere, his hearthuge, his awe religious and delicate, his compassion naked. He is the finest inveigher against 
the repressive, life-and-sex-denyingaspects of some religion (aspects he considers the work of the devil, not god) -- 
and the finest prophet againstthe "man forged manacles" of heartless industrialism -- that I have ever read.But there's 
much more to the "Songs" than this -- religious awe is embedded in the smallest detail of the human and natural 
world.Odd, strange, speaking to us from some other world.The poems alone are doorways to the infinite; and in 
tandem with his delicate, powerful illuminated engravings, a delight.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Magnificent! Great gift!By Timothy R. O'HanlonMystic, visionary, artist, genius, craftsman, poet, social reformer, 
humanitarian -- all of these words and more have been used but do not adequately describe William Blake."Songs of 
Innocence and Experience: Shewing the Two Contrary States of the Human Soul" is widely acknowledged as Blake's 
masterpiece and, for those who have ears to hear and eyes to see, the insights expressed in it are as moving and 
valuable now as they were when Blake first expressed them in 1789-94.Blake was as accomplished a craftsman as he 
was an artist and a poet. He was perhaps the first artist to express himself in the form of "multimedia". The media, in 
this case, being "Illuminated books". Blake invented a process where he could etch both poetry (text) and design on 
copper-plates and also formulated his own colors. What makes this particular edition special is that it contains Blake's 
original color etchings.Since I own the basic Kindle and wanted to view the colored illustrations, I downloaded this 
book to my PC, all 952 pages of it! I suggest that you do the same. The poetry is magnificent! The illustrations are 
amazing! Great gift, especially to accompany a Kindle Fire. (No, I do not work for !) You can't go wrong at $2.99!2 of 
2 people found the following review helpful. Purchased as a gift (She loved it)By FeloniusBought this as a present. 
The recipient loved it. I was really hoping for one which had all of the original illustrations (well, reproductions of), 
and this one lived up to that hope. In addition to the illustrations, which had the poems, the poems were also 
transcribed in a highly readable font. There was also a small bit of discussion with each poem (I think all of them, but I 
didn't look that closely) giving some background and interpretation (again, I think).The book itself was in very good 
condition, and the slipcase was very nice, even having a section on the top and bottom to follow the curve of the spine 
of the book.All told, this was a good copy of this collection, and both I and the recipient were quite satisfied.

As both painter and poet, William Blake (17571827) was a powerful and visionary artist whose two early collections 
of poetry, Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience, contain memorable lyric verses embodying the emerging 
spirit of Romanticism. The two works were published together in 1794 with the subtitle, "Shewing the Two Contrary 
States of the Human Soul."The poems of Songs of Innocence describe childhood states of naturalness and purity in 
delicately beautiful lyrics that reveal a child's unspoiled and beatific view of life and human nature. In Songs of 
Experience the mood and tone darken, the poems suggesting the bitter corruptions and disillusionment that await the 
innocent. The contrast between the two sets of lyrics is perhaps at its most acute in the poems "The Lamb" and "The 
Tyger," the latter ultimately expressing wonderment at the seemingly paradoxical coexistence of good and evil. The 
full texts of all the poems in the 1794 edition of both collections are included in this volume. Includes a selection from 
the Common Core State Standards Initiative: "The Echoing Green."

About the AuthorLargely unrecognized during his lifetime, William Blake was a visionary English poet, painter, and 
printmaker. His wide-ranging influence can be seen in genres from theology and literature to popular music and 
graphic novels.From AudioFileBoth the student and connoisseur of the classics will enjoy this series of inexpensive 
audiobooks, each of which includes a Dover-Thrift edition of the text. The newcomer to classic poetry and prose, in 
particular, may experience in their spoken form an awakening to the beauty and power of these literary masters. It's 
hard to imagine a better introduction to William Blake's poetry than stage actors Brian Murray's and Suzanne Toren's 
audio rendition of SONGS OF INNOCENCE AND EXPERIENCE. Their alternating readings of Songs of Innocence 
vibrate with the reverence of Blake's vision of childhood as paradise lost; in Songs of Experience one fully senses 
Blake's later disillusion. The two books provide counterpoint to each other, an effect enhanced by the use of male and 
female readers. (c)AudioFile, Portland, Maine 


