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Tony Stoller : Sounds of Your Life: A History of Independent Radio in the UK  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sounds of Your Life: A History of Independent Radio 
in the UK: 

Since the mid-1970s, Independent Radio in the United Kingdom has touched the lives of millions of listeners. Stations 
in big cities and smaller towns provided music, news, and cultural programming that accompanied the changing 
patterns of life in the UK. The initial attempts to harness the power of popular radio and to provide local public service 
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were characteristic of the times. The later decline into mere commercial music radio illustrates the failure of those 
hopes on a wider front. Sounds of Your Life is the first comprehensive history of Independent Radio. With unique 
access to those who made and marred the system, and to the formal and informal archives which cover more than 30 
lively years, Tony Stoller describes how Britain moved from a social to a market economy, while also telling the tales 
of the people who shaped this national resource.

The causes and effects of cultural and economic transition in the United Kingdom are linked to the rise of independent 
radio in Stollers analysis. Chronicling the history of independent radio in UK, he reveals the aspirations and ideals 
held by many radio personnel. Radio was a means of bringing youth to the forefront in British society, giving them a 
voice and creative license. Sizes of towns and receptive areas varied, but the movement had no boundaries. Archives 
and interviews assist Stoller in demonstrating Britains economic transition from social to market, based on radio 
proliferation.ForeWord, 8/19/10 (ForeWord)About the AuthorTony Stoller has been involved with radio broadcasting 
since 1974. He served as Chief Executive of the Radio Authority from 1994 to 2005.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. 
All rights reserved.Independent Radio has been a lightning-conductor for both passionate approval and passionate 
dissent, which has made being part of it a heightened experience.From the Introduction (From the Introduction) 


